
Sample Event Descriptions 
 
The following descriptions are copied from various lifelong learning programs. They are 
presented here to give you an idea for writing up one of your own for our FaMLLI. They 
are not programs that will be on our schedule in the immediate future. 
 
Lecture/Presentation (single 1.5 hour session) 
 
Finding a New Earth: Exoplanets and the Habitable Zone  
 
Over the past two decades, over 1500 new planetary systems have been discovered, many 
of which include planets quite different from those in our own Solar System. A key step 
towards finding “Earth 2.0” will be to identify rocky planets that occupy the “Habitable 
Zone” of their stars.   Dr. Kane will describe what the idea of a Habitable Zone means 
and show examples of known planets that lie in their star’s Habitable Zone (even if the 
star is not like our Sun.)  He will show how comparative planetology can be used for 
determining those properties of alien planets that dominate habitability. 
 
Status of Fear in the United States 
 
These days, fear is a pretty obvious emotional topic in the United States. This talk will 
focus on fear as a social and historical phenomenon, arguing that, while it is a basic 
emotion, it does vary depending not only on provocation but also on the prevailing 
culture. Taking a look at the measurable rise of fear in American society by the early 
1980s involves assessing a major change that, in turn, helped produce the framework in 
which Americans have reacted to more recent stimuli. Have we become more afraid, and 
more diffusely afraid, than we need to be? If so, why, and what can we do about it? 
 
Course/Study Group (multiple sessions) 
 
New York City 1783-1898 
 
In this class we will take a close look at the New York City of the early, middle, and late 
19th century and how it recovered, grew, and survived the trials of immigrant waves, 
financial disasters, Civil War, draft riots, crime, graft, political shenanigans, and finally, 
consolidation into the five boroughs of New York City in 1898. 
 
The American Songbook from Stephen Foster to Carole King 
 
The American Songbook began in the 19th century with the Minstrel Theater and tunes by 
Stephen Foster, America's first professional songwriter. As minstrelsy evolved into 
vaudeville and then into musicals, cinema, and radio, new songwriters took over the job 
of supplying America with melody and verse. Using recordings and videos, we will learn 
about America's great songwriters from Foster to Cohan, Gershwin, Kern, Guthrie, 
Razaf, Arlen, Berlin, and finally the Brill Building songwriters. 
 



 
Our Surprising Stupendous Skin 
 
Come explore the astonishing secrets of our largest most visible organ, our “birthday 
suit.” We’ll examine its amazing life protecting actions, makeup, diverse structures, and 
how it grows and ages. We’ll learn about stretch marks, goose bumps, fingerprints, and 
scars. We’ll discuss why skin goes wrinkly in water, if sweat really stinks, where fat goes 
when you gain weight, why you don’t bleed when you have a splinter, why bruises 
change color, how skin cancer forms and other diseases of the skin and much more. 
 
Book/Film Pairing (optional screening followed a few days later by a lecture) 
 
The Maid’s Version: A Novel by Daniel Woodrell� and There Will Be Blood by Paul 
Thomas Anderson 
 
Both tales explore how “permanent grievances, sharp animosities, and cold memories” 
can eat away at us. The narratives are also bound together by the rural landscape, a 
dangerous explosion, and family secrets.	
 


